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THE OTTOMAN PORT OF IZMIR
IN THE EIGHTEENTH AND EARLY NINETEENTH
CENTURIES, 1695 - 1820

by
Elena FRANGAKIS

[zmir, a major international port ip the Eastern Mediterranean since the 17 th
century, developped into the most important port in the area in the course of the 18th
century (1). It linked the Ottoman Empire commercially with Western Europe. The
greatest part of Ottoman export produce reached the West through Izmir. At the same
time, the greatest part of European manufactured goods and colonial exports reached
the Anatolian and Iranian market also through Izmir (2). To that extent, Izmir was a
principal vehicle for the integration of the Ottoman Empire into the world economy
and penetration of Ottoman agricultural production by the international market.

The growth of trade in Izmir followed the growth of trade between Western
Europe and the Ottoman Empire and in particular between France and the Empire.
However, when French trade declined, following the French Revolution and the
Napoleonic Wars, [zmir continued to grow commercially and dominate the Empire’s
trade with the West. In the early 19th century, the economic ties of Izmir with the
West were strengthened as Britain took the place of France (3). For most of the 18th
century, however, France dominated Ottoman trade, including that of Izmir.

Izmir’'s domination in the external trade of the Empire with the West dates from
the mid-1740’s onwards. Before that date, Izmir was surpassed by Egypt, the Syrian
ports and those of the Islands of the Archipelago. In the first half of the 18th century,
it exported 20% of the Empire’s exports to France, as an annual average, whilst the
Islands of the Archipelago exported 28% and Egypt 24%. In the second half of the
century, it surpassed all other ports exporting 34% of the Empire’s exports annually
and importing 30% of total Ottoman imports. Istanbul was its closest rival in the
import trade.

From the 1760’s onwards, Izmir’s exports to France grew at a faster rate than
total Ottoman exports. The same occured in the import trade. Izmir’s trade with
Western Europe, as well as with France, reached its peak in the last decades of the
18th and in the early 19th centuries. Between the early 19th century, 1801 - 3, and the
period following the Napoleonic Wars, 1817 - 1820, there was a dramatic increase in
the volume of trade. Although France’s trade with the Ottoman port increased in
absolute terms, in relation to that of the Italian ports (1801 - 3) or with Britain (1817 -



